
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
December 1 & 4, 2022 
 

Come, Lord Jesus! – As Judge 

 

Opening Hymn  ...................................................... 316, “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
Order of Service .................................................................................. Setting One, Page 154 
Prayer of the Day:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his 
coming, give us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of 
this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
FIRST READING 
Psalm of the Day (On Insert) .................................................................................. Psalm 8D 
SECOND READING 
Gospel Acclamation ............................................................................................... Page 161 
Gospel Acclamation Verse:  Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. /* 
And all people will see God’s salvation. (SUNG! – See Pg. 161 for melody.)                       
GOSPEL  
Hymn of the Day  ........................................................ 312, “Comfort, Comfort All My People” 
SERMON...................  “The Christ-Child Brings True Unity”                        Romans 15:4-13  
Offering Hymn ........................................................ 750 v. 1, “We Give Thee but Thine Own” 
Nicene Creed ..................................................................................................Pages 162-163      
Communion Liturgy ............................................................................................... Page 165 
Communion Hymn ............................................... 677, “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord” 
Closing Liturgy ....................................................................................................... Page 170 
Closing Hymn  ..................................................... 927, “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 
 

 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

From the family tree of Jesse, father of King David, another King would come to judge the world 
with righteousness and establish an everlasting kingdom. 
      
     A shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse, and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest 
on him: the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
LORD. He will be delighted with the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, nor will he render 
decisions based on what he hears with his ears, but with righteousness he will judge the poor, and he will render fair 
decisions in favor of the oppressed on the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath from 
his lips he will put the wicked to death. Righteousness will be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 
hips. The wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat, the calf, the young lion, and the 
fattened calf together, and a little child will lead them. The cow and the bear will graze together, and their young ones will lie 

down together. The lion will eat straw like the cattle. The nursing child will play near a cobra’s hole, and the weaned child 
will put his hand into a viper’s den. They will not hurt or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of 
the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. This is what will take place on that day. The peoples will seek the 
Root of Jesse, who will be standing like a banner for the peoples, and his resting place will be glorious. 
 
 

SECOND READING:  Romans 15:4-13 
 

God’s people face the coming judgment not with fear but with hope because God has raised up 
the Root of Jesse as our Savior. 
          
     Indeed, whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction, so that, through patient endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures, we would have hope. And may God, the source of patient endurance and 
encouragement, grant that you agree with one another in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that with one mind, in one voice, 
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
     For this reason, accept one another as Christ also accepted you to the glory of God. For I am saying that Christ became 
a servant of those who are circumcised for the sake of God’s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs. He also 
did this so that the Gentiles would glorify God for his mercy, as it is written: For this reason I will praise you among the 
Gentiles, and I will sing to your name. And again it says: Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people. And again: Praise the Lord, 
all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples give him praise. And again Isaiah says: There will be a Root of Jesse, and he is the 
one who will rise up to rule the Gentiles; on him the Gentiles will place their hope. 
     Now may the God of hope fill you with complete joy and peace as you continue to believe, so that you overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 3:1-12 

 

To prepare us for the coming judgment, God sent John the Baptist, a voice in the wilderness, 
calling all to repent. 
      
     In those days, John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, because the 
kingdom of heaven is near!” Yes, this is he of whom this was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his paths straight.” 
     John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. Then 
Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him. They were baptized by him in the 
Jordan River as they confessed their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, 
he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Therefore produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance! Do not think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God is able to 
raise up children for Abraham from these stones. Already the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. So every tree that 
does not produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance. But the one who 
comes after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the barn, 
but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
COMMUNION:  Because of the confessional nature of the Lord’s Supper which is offered today, we invite forward 
those who are members of a WELS or ELS congregation.  If you have questions about the Lord’s Supper, please 
speak to the pastor.                                                             
HEAD USHERS THIS WEEK:   Mike Pamperin/Dean Ebert;  next week:  Lyle Moldenhauer/Chris Zwygart. 
ADVENT WREATH:  We continue lighting the candles on our Advent wreath today.  The second candle we light 
represents faith and is called the Bethlehem Candle.  It is purple in color. Micah had foretold that the Messiah would 
be born in Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace of King David. 
MR. LORGE RECEIVES CALL:  For those who may not have heard, Mr. Lorge has received a divine call to St. Croix 
Lutheran Academy in West St. Paul, Minnesota.  He has been called to be a dorm supervisor as well as the Phy Ed 
teacher for Gr. 6-8.  Please keep Mr. Lorge in your prayers as he deliberates this call as well as the call he currently 
holds here at St. Matthew’s.  Mr. Lorge welcomes any input you may have for him as he considers this call.  
A FREE-WILL OFFERING will be taken TODAY to defray the costs of this year’s Christmas gifts for the children.  The 
children will be receiving Christmas ornaments. 
THANK YOU to everyone who (will be decorating)/(decorated) the church for the Christmas season!  We appreciate 
your time and talents in helping to beautify our church. 
ORGANISTS!!  The December schedule is hanging on the SCHOOL bulletin board.  Please look at your calendars in 
the near future and sign up for the date(s) you are willing to play for us.  Thank you! 
CHRISTMAS CARDS:  Boxes of Christmas cards are available for purchase from the “Greeting Card Corner” display 
in the church basement. Just pick out the boxes that you wish to purchase, complete a payment envelope, and give it 
to Diane Koch. 
CHRISTMAS SEASON SERVICES:  Christmas Eve services  will  be  held on Saturday,  December  24, at  3:00 PM  
-and- 5:00 PM.  The Christmas Day service will be held on Sunday, December 25, at 9:00 AM.  There will be a New 
Year’s Eve communion worship service on Saturday, December 31, at 7:00 PM.  Our regular Sunday communion 
worship service will take place on New Year’s Day, January 1, at 9:00 AM.  There will be NO Thursday evening 
worship services on Thursday, December 22, -or- Thursday, December 29. 
SEMINARY CHORUS CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Join the Seminary Chorus for their annual Christmas concert 
on December 11, 2022, at 3:00 PM and 7:00 PM in Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary’s auditorium. Seating is on a first-
come, first-served basis. The 3:00 PM  concert will be live streamed at livestream.com/WLSLive and a recording will 
be available for viewing afterward using the same link. You can find additional information on Facebook and at 
wisluthsem.org. 
WLA CHRISTMAS CONCERTS:  The WLA Sacred Christmas concerts are scheduled for Tuesday, December 20, at 
7:00 PM -and- Wednesday, December 21, at 1:00 PM.  These performances will be held in the WLA gym.  They are 
identical performances.  All are invited! 
LUTHER PREP CHRISTMAS CONCERTS:  The Luther Prep, Watertown, Christmas concerts will be held on 
Sunday, December 11, at 3:00 PM -and- Thursday, December 15, at 10:00 AM.  Both concerts will be held in the 
Luther Prep gym.  All are welcome! 
SCRIP:  If you are still looking for some Christmas gift ideas, check out our scrip (gift card) program.  There are 
various ways to place your order and to obtain your cards. Please direct any questions you may have to Holly Daley, 
our scrip coordinator. There is just ONE ordering deadline date left before Christmas—Thursday, December 8. 
WE THANK the students in Gr. 7-8 for their wonderful song on Sunday! 
 

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD 
 

Attendance:   Thanksgiving Day:  97;  Sunday:  86 
Offerings:   Thanksgiving Day:  $3,989.51;  Sunday:  $2,875.26 
      (Budget Amount Needed Each Week:  $6,889.00)  
Special Funds:  Debt Retirement:  $100.00 
 

 
 

OUR WEEK AT ST. MATTHEW’S 
  

 

Sunday: Communion Worship Service ........................................ 9:00 AM 
 Adult & Teen Bible Class/Sunday School .................... 10:15 AM 
 
Tuesday: School Board Meeting ................................................... 7:00 PM 
 
Thursday: Worship Service ............................................................ 7:00 PM 
 Adult Choir ..................................................................... 8:00 PM 
 LAST DAY TO ORDER SCRIP IN 2022!! 
 
Sunday: Worship Service ............................................................ 9:00 AM 
 Adult & Teen Bible Class/Sunday School .................... 10:15 AM 
  
 
 

https://livestream.com/wlslive/2022-christmas-concert
https://livestream.com/wlslive/2021-christmas-concert


          8D I Will Praise Your Name Forever Psalm 8D 

           

           
    
             LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in / all the earth!  
              You have set your glory in the / heavens.  
          When I consider your heavens, the work of your / fingers,  
              the moon and the stars, which you have / set in place, 
          what is a human being that you are mind- / ful of him,  
              a Son of Man that you / care for him?   Refrain 
  
          You made him a little lower than the / angels  
              and crowned him with glory and / honor. 
          You made him ruler over the works / of your hands;  
              you put everything un- / der his feet. 
          Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
              and to the Holy / Spirit, 
          as it was in the be- / ginning, 
              is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

          Text: Lectionary for Mass 
          Tune: Lynn Trapp 
          Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
          Text: © 1969 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739996 
          Tune: © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739996 
          Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739996 

 


